GIOVANNI     "POPOLANO               531

dren, and was received with cordiality by her late husband's
brother, Lorenzo the Younger, the Florentines welcoming her
with a public ovation; the warmth of which reception much
offended the Pope. Yet this woman, who had formerly so
fiercely denounced her enemies, whose violence of language
when roused had been the terror of Forli, and who had been
betrayed, calumniated, and tortured by the Borgia, never
afterwards mentioned them in anger. Of her sufferings she
would never speak. Once only to her Dominican confessor
she said: "Could I write all, the world would turn to stone."

During the remaining eight years of her life Catherine
lived at Florence in much retirement, chiefly at her late hus-
band's villa of Castello; though even here she did not enjoy
peace, being much harassed both by the money difficulties
and incapacity of her elder sons, and by a long struggle, end-
ing with lawsuit, to protect the property of her youngest son.
On the death in 1503 of Pope Alexander VI most of the
princes of Romagna whose states he and Caesar Borgia had
seized resumed them again, and Catherine urged her son
Octavian to do the same and take possession of Forli; but
he being indolent and incapable, declined to make any such
effort. It is remarkable to notice how, notwithstanding all
their mother's ability and energy, not one of all her five sons
by her first husband Riario, nor her son by her second hus-
band Feo, inherited a particle of her qualities, but were all of
them without capacity, energy, or strength of character;
whereas in her son by her third husband, Giovanni de' Me-
dici, all Catherine's qualities were reproduced in full vigoui,
and in him Medici and Sforza were most powerfully blended.

This boy Giovanni was now five years old and Catherine
soon found herself involved in an arduous conflict to protect
him from the designs of his uncle, Lorenzo the Younger, and
the latter's son, Pier Francesco the Younger. The former,
while Catherine was in prison at Rome and unlikely ever
again to appear, had spent a large part of his late brother's
inheritance, and this would be discovered unless they could